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Information

Disclaimer

This guide was written because I, like many others, w&ia@ghe question: Can Virtual Centre's SQL Server
Database be moved without breaking Virtual Centre? And ivkaf is the best way to do this?

Unable to find a definitive answer | decided to go aheadtestdt on a Dev environment. The results for me
were successful, however, | nor RTFM Education will notdde hesponsible for any damage or loss of data or
equipment that may arise from following this guide. Usedhide at your own risk!

It is generally best practise to test anything in a det/environment before doing it in your production

environment.

Note that this may also not be the best or recommended pracessliing to others but the views/opinions

expressed herein are solely my own.

All names used in this guide are purely fictional and reptes® company or body in real life

Assumptions

It is assumed that you have the necessary permissionsy@uaathese procedures, preferably Administrative
rights in SQL Server, Windows Server and XP Pro

Products & Versions Used
The following products & versions were used in this guide

Windows 2003 Standard R2
SQL Server 2005 Standard
o This was installed on Windows 2003 Std R2. This was done on 2rServ
VMWare Virtual Centre 2.5
o Virtual Centre, the ODBC Data Source and VMware Virta&ldstructure Client (VIClient)
were installed/configured on Windows 2003 Std R2
Windows XP Professional SP2
o0 The SQL Server Management Studio was installed on Windows&XBf2

Although this guide is based on SQL 2005 it is possible that tHisewielevant for SQL 2000 too, however, |
have not tested this. Other product and version variations mayvakk, but again, | have not tested this.

Naming Conventions Used
The following naming conventions were used in this guide andwidifferent to your own conventions

The Database name
o VirtualCentre
The Database username
o VMCentreAdmin
The 2 servers hames
0 SQL-Server-Dev-01 - Source SQL Database
0 SQI-Server-Dev-02 - Destination SQL Database
The ODBC Data Source Name
o VMCentre
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Preparation Steps

Create Script for SQL User Account
In order to keep the same username and settings for the ateade, it is quicker and less error prone to crate

a SQL script that will automatically create the useryfor

1. Open SQL Server Management Studio
2. Connect to the Source SQL Server that contains the Databas&agbto move

3. ExpandSecurity -> Select_ogins

4. Over on the rightright-click on theaccountyou want to create a script for -> Sel8ctipt Login as
-> CREATE To ->New Query Editor Window

. | Logins

S0L-SERVER-DEV-01 Y SecurityiLogins

| ETTE Created

& admin 13/02/2007
ﬁ BUILTIM'Administrators 07j0zjz007
& NT AUTHORITYSYSTEM 07/02/2007
Hysa 05/04/2003
P8 Centraadmin : 25/03/2008

Mew Login, .. |

Sctipk Login as k ZREATE Tao Mew Query Editor Windaw

Rename Ly File...

Delete : | Clipboard

Refresh

Properties
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5. This will open the Query Editor Window and show the script¢hatcreate this account again by
running it

6. Copy the script to Notepad and save it for later

Note: When creating a script of a user account it will not erétae password and will set the account as
disabled. Ensure you know what the password is as you will nizddrit

Stop the Virtual Centre Server Services

Before being able to detach the Database you will needpafitthe Virtual Centre services. You may want to
temporarily set all these services to disabled to prea@mtlental starting.

On your Virtual Centre Server, Sel&tart -> Control Panel -> Administrative Tools -> Services
Right-click theVMware VirtualCenter Server service, chooseStop, and wait for it to stop
Repeat step 2 for the following services:

a. VMware Update Manager Service

b. VMware Converter Enterprise Service

c. VMware Capacity Planner Service

d. VMware Infrastructure Web Access

e. VMware License Server
4. Close the Services dialog box

wn P
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Database Steps
Detach the Database

1. Make a note of the File locations for the .MDF and .LDF SQitaland Log files as follows
2. Right-Click your Virtual Centre Database -> Seleobperties

3. When the Database Properties window appears, clidkiléoption on the left
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4. Over on the right side, scroll across to note the pathedillthlocations

5. Close the Database Properties box

Note:

Before proceeding to the next step you should confirm thag #rerno users or services connected to this
database, otherwise it will fail. (if you have followedstiguide in the correct order, you should already

have stopped all the Virtual Centre services, just confieretare no other users connected to the Database)

6. Right-Click your Virtual Centre Database -> Select TaskBetad...
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7. At the Detach Database window leave all defaults -> @ikk

Copy Database Files to Destination Server

There are many methods to achieve the same result of capginglDF and .LDF files to the destination
server. | chose to explain this method by physically connetditite Source server and then opening a UNC
path to the Destination server, however, you can do thisanyau prefer

Log onto the Source SQL Server that you just detached thbadat from

OpenWindows Explorer

Locate the files from the location you made a note of earlier

Copy both the MDF and.LDF files

Click Start -> Run

Type in the UNC path to the Destination servers foldettiocahat you store your SQL Server data
files in, i.e. \SQL-SERVER-DEV-02\S$\Microsoft SQL8er\MSSQL.1\MSSQL\Data

When the window open®astethe files in it

Log out the SQL Server

ounkrwnE
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Attach the Database

1. Go back to the SQL Server Management Studio
2. Connect to the destination SQL Server
3. Right-Click onDatabases> Attach...

4. At the Attach Database window -> Cliddd
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5. At the Locate Database Files window -> Locate the .MilgFybu copied over and select it -> Click OK

6. This takes you back to the Attach Databases window

7. Click OK
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8. Back at the main Management window click on e Query button

9. Paste in the Script you copied to notepad earlier

10.Click on the littleGreen Tick icon in the toolbar to confirm the script is correct

11.Click 'Executeicon in the toolbar
This creates your account from the previous database budlisaisled and has a randomly generated
password which we will change in the next steps
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12. Navigate toSecurity -> Logins -> Double-Click your account name

13. At the login Properties window seleg@eneral on the left -> Set the password exactly as it was
originally and re-type it
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14. SelectStatuson the left -> Change the Login Emabled

15.Click OK
We will now test that the user account can authenticate ok

16. Click anywhere inside the Query window if it is still opetherwise click the New Query button again
17.Click onQuery on the Menu bar -€onnection-> Change Connection
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18.Under Server Name type the Destination Server name
19.Under Authentication sele&QL Server Authentication

20.Enter the Username and Password
21.Click Connect to confirm the account works ok
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ODBC Steps

Reconfigure the ODBC Settings

1. Log into your Virtual Centre Server
2. Click Start -> Control Panel -> Administrative Tools -> Data Sources (ODBC)
3. When the ODBC Data Source Administrator window appears, tie8ystem DSNtab

4. Select your Data Source Name -> Cl¢anfigure
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5. Change the Server name to your Destination Server: (thes#tiggs should already be correct)

6. Click Next

7. SelectWith SQL Server Authentication...

8. Check theConnect to SQL Server to obtain default settings...
a. Login ID =<your username>
b. Password =<your password>
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9. Click Next
10. Check theChange the default database to
11.From the list, Select your VirtualCentre Database

12.Leave all other settings as default
13.Click Next
14.Leave all settings as default

15. Click Finish
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16.Click theTest Data Sourcebutton to check if all settings are correct

17.1f all settings are correct you should seeTests Completed Successfuityessage

18.Click OK
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Final Steps

Start the Virtual Centre Server Services

Note: This is the reverse of the stopping services process albgoee. disabled any services, then set them
back to their original start-up settings

1. SelectStart > Control Panel > Administrative Tools > Services
2. Right-click theVMware License Server chooseStart, and wait for it to Start
3. Repeat step 2 for the following services:
a. VMware Infrastructure Web Access
b. VMware Capacity Planner Service
c. VMware Converter Enterprise Service
d. VMware Update Manager Service
e. VMware VirtualCenter Server
4. Close the Services dialog box

Log into Virtual Centre

1. Log into your Virtual Centre Server
2. Open VMWare Infrastructure Client (VIClient)

3. Providing everything went smoothly, you should be presented Watly an box

4. Log in with the normal details
5. Confirm that all Hosts and Guests are visible and everytige is working as expected
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